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The Problem of the Northern Territories from the Point View
of Nemuro: The town, which is surviving the change in the
paradigm of international relations in the post cold war period

Yukiko Kuroiwa

Summary Japan has been arguing with the Soviet Union/ Russia about the ownership of the

Northern Territories for over 50 years. Within the world structure of the cold war

both countries failed to reach a compromise on this issue.

The article is devoted to clarifying the history and the essence of territorial

problem from the point of view of people in Nemuro, where 70% of ex-inhabitants
of the Northern Territories still live. With the reform of the Soviet Union,/Russia
and its change of diplomatic policies Nemuro began to have contacts with the

Northern Territories, and nowadays some economic cooperation exists between

Nemuro and these 1slands.

Key words The problem of the Northern Territories, Nemuro, Russo-Japanese relations.
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