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Structure of Risk Evaluation of “Schedule Changes” by Elementary School Teachers
dealing with Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders
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The structure of risk evaluation in school life by elementary school teachers in dealing with children with autism
spectrum disorders was investigated. Conditions undesirable for children with autism spectrum disorders were
defined as  “ risks in elementary school life. © Interviews were conducted with elementary school teachers

(N =21), who were also special support education coordinators. Qualitative analysis was conducted on schedule
changes, based on the responses of 12 participants. The results indicated the following superordinate reasons for
the undesirability of schedule changes: decrease in motivation, obstruction to studies, negative effects on group
action, and ‘“negative effect on characteristics involvement. Furthermore, eight subordinate factors causing
schedule changes were identified, which included the whether, break time, and special curriculums, among
others. Teachers narrated value judgments by assuming the worst-case scenarios. Moreover, they concretely
narrated a case for divergence between educational intentions and learning experiences. The need to deal with risks
that are difficult for individual teachers to control is suggested.

Keywords : elementary school teachers, children with autism spectrum disorders, risks in school life, schedule

changes, structure of risk evaluation
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