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Multiculturalism in the U.S. and Puerto Ricans: Puerto Ricans
in the Minority Movements

Miyake-Shigaki, Yoshiko

In this paper [ would like to discuss multiculturalism and the Puerto Rican community in the U.S. Puerto Rican

people have struggled against racism and poverty, and have reformed the education system as minority migrants,

with African Americans and Latinos. After the civil rights movements in the U.S. the minority's voices have been

gaining authority affecting the recognition of how the U.S. is composed. Now the concept of multiculturalism affects

all aspects of society. The Puerto Rican community is also affected and in turn affects this social transformation as a

part of the minorities in the U.S.
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“Like I said, where is the love for Arturo Alfonso
Schomburg among Afro-Puerto Ricans, and among
Puerto Ricans, generally? From my, admittedly nar-
row, viewpoint it seems to me that African-
Americans have completely ‘stolen’ his legacy, and
rarely do they acknowledge the brother’s Puerto
Rican-ness! What makes that astonishing, as well as
disappointing, to me is that rarely is there heard a
dissenting word from Puerto Ricans about this his-

torical act of ‘thievery’ on the part of African-

Americans... It is as though this great human being
has no substantive value to the Puerto Rican com-
munity, and, thus, he is so easily relinquished as an
unimportant, insignificant figure to the Puerto Rican

Community.s)"
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“I am an North American of African decent. [ am
also a teacher of Spanish and native Spanish at the
high school level. I try to bring to the classroom
knowledge of the Africans of the Latino world.
Which is not an easy task, since these children want
nothing to do with anything that is labeled African.
This may be the answer, as to why it appears that
the African North Americans have ‘stolen’ the legacy
of Arturo Schomberg. Arturo Schombergs name is
not in any books about Latino heroes or great men

of our times in Spanish print. 4n
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“Puerto Ricans are a multiracial people -- the Taino
Indians, the Spanish colonizers and the African
slaves -- and as a multiracial people it was difficult
for us to establish our identity in a country that de-
fines racial identity only as black and white. Schom-
burg’s research in that direction has made it a little
easier, and was a contribution that we have been

able to build on.”””
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“all of our courses are designed to offer a ‘non-
western’ perspective that acquaints students with
alternative to theories that have enjoyed unchal-

lenged authorityﬂ"
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“Perez says Schomburg is becoming increasingly
embraced by the Latino community as educational
opportunitics grow. Part of that growth was demon-
strated at “Arturo Schomburg: From Santurce to
Harlem,” a multidisciplinary symposium held in
May, 1995, in coordination with the Schomburg

Center and Hunter College’s Center for Puerto Rican

Studies.””
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