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The Concept of Childhood in Western Medieval Society

Kozo IWASAKI and Akira TOZAWA

This paper explores the studies of children and childhood in the western society in the Middle Ages. Since the publication of

"Centurirs of childhood" in which Aries asserted that the concept of childhood had not been recognized in the western medieval

society, many writers have supported the idea. Recent findings of medievalists' researches, however, show different results from

Aries's. Pollock, Schultz and Shahar argue that the concept of childhood existed in the medieval centuries. This paper states how

these researchers believe of the childhood, image of children and how children were treated at that time.
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