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Dilemmas of Values in Social Work Practice (1)

Hisashi

TANAKA

In this paper, I would like to review some of the philosophical foundations of ethical principles. I will

focus on three perspectives and values on social work practice, These are; (a) the practical values and

respect for individuals as rationale and self-determining human beings (Kantian approach), (b)practical

values and principles as part of a welfare bureaucracy with a social control and resource-rationing function

(Utilitarian Values), and (c) moral thinking encompassing anti-oppressive approach as against practice

(Radical approach). As such my objective is to provide the framework on dilemmas of values to explore

social work practice through discussing the three perspectives :
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