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The impact of living conditions in childrearing households on childhood reading
environments

— Potential need for public libraries from parent survey —
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This paper analyzes the impact of living conditions in childrearing households on the home reading
environment, parents reading to children, and library usage. It is based on a survey regarding children and
picture books, conducted for parents who have 3 year old and 5 year old children in nursery schools and
certified childcare centers. The results showed that there were notable gaps in home reading environments,
number of times parents read to children, and library usage. This was regardless of parents wishes for
their children to learn to enjoy books. Furthermore, there is a possibility that the educational background
and achievements of the parents themselves have an impact on childhood reading environments, suggesting
the need for reading support from childhood. On the other hand, this suggests the possibility of improved
library usage and home reading environments from improving the usage environment of public libraries and
encouraging parents who have low interest in reading.

Keywords: Childhood reading support, reading to children, home environment, public libraries, the library in the
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