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A Study on the Problem of Asian Foreign Wives in Rural Japan

TAKAHASHI Kenta, HOSOGOE Kumiko
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This study aims to investigate the domestic problems of Asian foreign wives living in rural areas, and to
clarify how to solve them by considering the factors behind the problems. Semi-structured interviews were
conducted with 10 Asian foreign wives who were married to Japanese men living in X city in Tohoku region.
The interview results indicated that the problems can be divided into five categories: child care, household
management, wife's employment, house work, and wife's freedom of action. Regarding the responses to the
problems, the six patterns defined by previous studies (imposing will, voluntary action, active concession,
passive concession, active acceptance, and passive acceptance) were evaluated. However, active acceptance
was not found to be relevant in any of the problems. The factors that determine these responses were
considered to be common to all categories, such as Japanese language proficiency, the availability of
information necessary for daily life, and the availability of social networks as a source of information. Moreover,
the factors that determine the responses tend to be different for each category, such as the children's will in
the case of child care, concern for the husband in the case of wife's employment and wife's freedom of action,
and changes in the family life cycle in the case of wife's freedom of action.

Key words: international marriage, wives of Asian origin, decision-making, declaration of intension.
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