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Review and Problems of the “Urban Areas by Collaboration Agreement
with Central City” Program: Based on Previous Reviews and a Case of
“Michinoku Morioka Urban Area by Wide Area Collaboration”

Abstract

Key words

Makiko Yakushige

It has been six years since the “Urban Areas by Collaboration Agreement with
Central City” program commenced, in 2014, as a new collaboration project among
municipalities. At present, some preceding municipal authorities are beginning the
second period-plan, which takes over the initial 5-year plan. This paper reviewed recent
studies on the program and extracted three perspectives from the findings, including a
critical opinion. The first perspective is regarding the verification of the “population
dam” function; the second is on the effectiveness of democratic governance; and the
third concerns operation methods for workable collaboration. Further, based on these
viewpoints, we conducted a case study, inspecting the process and results of the first
period of the “Michinoku Morioka Urban Area by Wide Collaboration” program,
which was adopted as a national prototype in the early stage of the program. As a
result, we found the following three facts: first, the effect of the “population dam”
function was uncertain because of differences in the measurement method; second, the
democratic control, by city council and citizen participation, was insufficient; and third,
improvement of the operation methods was necessary for awareness and
communication between staff. Consequently, we suggested more functional and flexible
collaboration like specialist sharing.

Urban areas by collaboration agreement with central city, Wide area collaboration,

Population dam function, Democratic governance, Morioka city





