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Ways to understand the future of “Mura” in Japan

Chieko Shoji

This paper examines the contested definitions of "Mura." In doing so to
accomplish this, I will refer to the work of Kizaemon Aruga and Eitaro Suzuki on
"understanding life" and the work of Toshimi Takeuchi on "neighborhood relations."

The term "Mura" refers to the organization of life in a rural society, which has
been created by the people living thereresidents out of necessity. After World War 1II,
with the liberation of agricultural land and democratization, Mura have been discussed
as 'collapsed" or "better to be collapsed". In response, owing to this, the contemporary
scope of the "ie-mura theory," which was refined through the work of Aruga and
Suzuki, has become contentious. In this context, Takeuchi developed a theory of
functional division by analyzing "neighborhood relations." And Takeuchi's work has
expandeded the temporal scope of the "ie-mura" theory. He also presented "Mura" as
the foundation for structuring relationships.

From above understanding, the "Mura" can still be fundamental to theestablished
as a foundation for structuring of the social relations of the people who live thereamong
residents. The "Mura" is not to be understood in terms of its territory, but in terms of
the activities of its inhabitants and the scope of those activities.

le-mura theory, Kizaemon Aruga, Eitaro Suzuki, Toshimi Takeuchi



