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The process of changing local residents' awareness of clean energy : Analysis
based on an interview with the president of the residents' association in
Kuzumaki Town, Iwate Prefecture

SAKURA Yukie
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The town of Kuzumaki in Iwate Prefecture, which promotes itself as being "The Village of Milk and Wine and
Clean Energy'", is a nationally known example of successful large-scale regional development in a depopulated
area. The strong leadership of the town mayor is widely known as a success factor. This paper examines how the
process of changing the awareness of the general population progressed through interviews with the president of
the residents' association. Analysis was done from a social education perspective on the process of understanding
the meaning and changing awareness toward the development of clean energy such as unmediated wind and
solar power. The results suggest that residents are engaged in a process of reflective learning on clean energy
development that differs in usual and unexpected settings, and that clean energy development also functions as a
learning device to generate community empowerment.

Keywords: Clean energy, community awareness, district community associations, reflective learning
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