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A Comparison of parents and grandparents functioning in school age:
A retrospective narrative analysis of the university students’ experiences
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This study aims to compare the functioning of parents and grandparents in school age, focusing on receptive
and control functions, and to explore the factors behind the differences. Study 1, a questionnaire survey of 233
undergraduates, revealed that mothers had the highest levels of both receptive and control functions, whereas
grandfathers had the lowest levels. Study 2, a semi-structured interview of 17 undergraduates, revealed
differences in the frequency and amount of <praise> and <listening> between grandparents and parents in terms
of receptive functioning, whereas parents tended to be more directive in terms of control functioning compared
with grandparents who were more suggestive. These differences could be attributed to differences in frequency
of contact, generational gaps, and differences in nurturing responsibilities.
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