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Namibia’s Laws and Policies on Wildlife Conservation

Yoshio Kaneko

Abstract Namibia has the constitution that recognizes the importance of sustainable use
of living natural resources, thus forming the country’s basic position on wildlife
management and conservation. Among Namibia’s environmental laws and
policies, the present article focuses on wildlife-related laws and policies. The
Nature Conservation Ordinance 1976 provides for game parks, hunting,
problem animals and other important issues. The Ordinance was amended in
1996 and incorporated the establishment of conservancies and wildlife councils
into the Ordinance. The promotion of conservancies in rural areas is based on
the premise that local communities are the best guardians of wildlife resources
and as such must be rewarded. The effectiveness of Namibia’s policy can be
verified through the population trend of large animal species such as rhinos,
elephant, giraffe and lion. Their populations have expanded while many other
African countries witnessed severe declines. Despite its success story, it is unfair

that Namibia has been criticized at international conservation fora.
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