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The current status of hot spring development and the ski resort and the problems they
face from the perspective of regional development:

Development of the Geto area of Kitakami, Iwate Prefecture

wHOA
IWATA Satoshi

Abstract

The purpose of this research is to contribute to countermeasures to the issues facing the Geto Hot
Spring area of Kitakami, Iwate Prefecture and its survey data covers from the postwar period, to
Waga joining Kitakami and right up to the present day.

The Geto area has appealing tourist attractions including the nationally famous Geto Hot Spring
and a ski resort. In the former Waga era, a several of measures were taken to revitalize Geto Hot
Spring. However, there has been insufficient development of Geto Hot Spring since the merger of
Waga and Kitakami. To begin with, Geto Hot Spring has some regionally disadvantageous business
conditions including being closed during the winter, so the reality is that this tourist attraction is
not utilized to its full potential. Additionally, although the ski resort in the Geto area has excellent
snow quality for a ski resort, transport access from Tokyo and other metropolitan areas is low so it
is not easy to attract customers. The management body running the ski resort has changed
numerous times because of this. The private company currently running it has a proven track
record of rebuilding ski resorts so looking forward there is an expectation that the Geto area will be

revitalized.
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