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Nicholas Nickleby and Botchan: Dickens’s Influence on Soseki Natsume
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Abstract

This paper is a comparative study of Charles Dickens' Nicholas Nickleby and Natsume Soseki's Botchan.
Soseki's work has been influenced by Dickens, and his influence can be seen everywhere in the structure, style
and content of his works.

His first novel, I Am a Cat, was famously modeled on the composition of English writer Laurence Sterne's
The Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy, Gentleman. And Gubijinso was published in 1907, was written using
Shakespeare's Antony and Cleopatra as the basis for his creation and it is well known that mentioned in the
work. However, in Soseki's second novel’s Botchan, many scholars and critics have examined the structure of
his work, although there seems to be little reference to the kind of writer that he was influenced.

In this paper, I would like to focus on Bofchan and I will consider his influence on his creation.
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Of the monstrous neglect of education in England, and the disregard of it by the State as a
means of forming good or bad citizen, and miserable or happy men, this class of schools long

afforded a notable example. (5)7

ZTHIET A AR, A XY ZOFRBBIZONT, HEVICHEBRIRI TH o7~ Z &izfiti, Y4
g —27 o —MOFERBEZIHENDHETINETHDHZ LICER LTS, W TROEHT
TlE, TA T U ARHEMEIZHOWTHRRT N5,

Although any man who had proved his unfitness for any other occupation in life, was free,
without examination or qualification, to open a school anywhere; although preparation for the
functions he undertook, was required in the surgeon who assisted to bring a boy into the

world,... these Yorkshire schoolmasters were the lowest and the most rotten round in the
whole ladder. (5)
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'Stand back,' cried Squeers, brandishing his weapon. 'I have a long series of insults to avenge,'
said Nicholas, flushed with passion; 'and my indignation is aggravated by the dastardly
cruelties practiced on helpless infancy in this foul den. Have a care; for if you do raise the devil
within me, the consequences shall fall heavily upon your own head!" He had scarcely spoken,
when Squeers, in a violent outbreak of wrath, and with a cry like the howl of a wild beast, spat
upon him, and struck him a blow across the face with his instrument. of torture, which raised
up a bar of livid flesh as it was inflicted. Smarting with the agony of the blow, and concentrating
into that one moment all his feelings of rage, scorn, and indignation, Nicholas sprang upon him,
wrested the weapon from his hand, and pinning him by the throat, beat the ruffian till he

roared for mercy. (155)
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