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The Reconstructing Livelihoods in the Tsunami-Damaged Regions : Analysis
of Research Trends on Tsunami-Damage caused by the Great East Japan
Earthquake
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This paper clarifies the reconstructing livelihoods processes in regions damaged by the tsunami
by analyzing research trends in sociology and related fields, with a focus on the Great East Japan
Earthquake. Looking at research on the Great East Japan Earthquake, there is more research on the
impacts of the nuclear accident compared to research that discusses the damage caused by the tsunami.
Regarding the reconstructing livelihoods in the tsunami-damaged regions, because the damage was
of a serious level spanning a wide area, the reconstructing livelihoods process is not nonlinear. Instead,
it is a long-term, multilinear process. Today, almost nine years since the Great East Japan Earthquake,
it is difficult to depict the form of recovery. Continuous research and study will be necessary going
forward, in addition to work to understand the recovery based on analyses of research trends.
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