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Representations of the Turk in The Tragedy of Selimus, Emperor of the Turk

—In the Face of an Emerging International Situation—

AREHORER”
Keitaro ISHIBASHI

Robert Greene’s The Tragedy of Selimus, Emperor of the Turk was written in 1591.  Based upon historical events that took place between

1511 and 1513, the play depicts the exploits of the Ottoman prince, Selimus, who mercilessly sacrifices his family and trusted advisors in order to

gain absolute power to govern.  To gain absolute power, Selimus forges an alliance with neighboring countries and exercises power according to

Machiavelli’s political ideas. Greene’s portrayal of Selimus is different from that of his contemporaries in England.  Early modern chroniclers

such as John Foxe exhibit the sultan’s brutality and barbarity. Greene’s representation of Turks as merciless, evil, and Machiavellian might have

destabilized England’s confidence in Turkey. Unlike the prospects of the Elizabethan government, the playwright did not show Turkey to be a

reliable partner for England. ~ Actually, reacting to the news of treacherous Turkish conquests in Europe and the Mediterranean, the Earl of Essex

and his supporters planned to form an alliance with Persia.  This paper illuminates the ambiguities and contradictions of England’s political and

military relationship with Turkey by examining representations of Turks in Greene’s play as it related to the emerging international situation in the

area surrounding the eastern Mediterranean.
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t1/3— k7 —/Robert Greene) D [ kL= B2 U ADFE
B (The Tragedy of Selimus, Emperor of the Turks)) N3\ &: S /- 15
B, 1591 FHE (HRIT 1594 ) & SFT0A(Wiggins 1
129), V=« Zr—J(Jane Grogan)il L5 & AENIA
AT IMRER S TANREE LI YR N T 77— w—a Y
(Christopher Marlowe)® [# > 73LA L KFE] (Tamburlaine the
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TN E W IR & D (Vitkus 18-19), = OFEHOEE LM
AIEEET 20NN CE, BT 5,

& AT, AENCERT DRERHAAMRNTHD & HEERED
R, YA RO EADEFT HOEHERE
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(Matthew Dimmock)i . BT kb ADZNIEBES L2 H0
13D ST S < SRR R (173-74), fEIC K
BE, B NL BEEEOLODER LRI L, <R A Y

METHEERIICA QN D, £, Ta<y bl MERES
Hk Ay NOTEFA L CHFORINI L L RMEELE
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Y P~ 242 F(Queen Elizabeth) % s & Ui AR % T 54
BRDIRSTAVSBIEIL L 5T, 737 R ROEF T HLOTHIER
XEUFHRY, AF v AT AIRE TP b O L LTS T2
ThHbHH EBTTND (83-84),

NS, TAET v bR EL I, B AT awy
kN OFEHEITERI Y, Va7 v 7 A(John Foxe)in [5E)
#ZDOE] (The Acts and Monuments of the Church Containing the
History and Sufferings of the Martyrs)(1563)@ T kb5t R L7z
BFERCIRIEIZ L 770 VA ARE (310N ATHWD, 7
F w7 AD ML NREOERIL, A AT bEGEERF U A
b & UTMEDST LD & D EBEOER S Y | 0 Fa
AFGUL, YDA 75 BNTAL FGIVTV T (Maclean
and Matar 2627), L L. 7' U—r® [ b Bt U A0k
ﬂj ZiL, 7%/7X#%%¢5%NHA% 2T, HEIEE

BL. TEAEEICTAOILL, SRRy EREETAEE
{%Nﬁtﬂ ENTHE,

TR, SEREETRODOEEE LTEMEIES &
U L7=B28, 1591 iz v v RUOBRIORE U 2oy
WoTeDTHAHSH, ZOBNIRILT, T 18w s iobi
+%&E§%5sz&wo?&b%\t)At%mnkx4

DEME D > Th-o TBEORE N Z R HE 5B,
*wﬁxé@@% BIWER DR ERI I Q0o Th

Do ZHERALNILES LT DM REROERNTHD, 0
FHD & LT 1591 FEOHHITHES < 5 EBFES 0
THER L TAHT,

AEINPES IR, HRELE b < Al MLo OB
REFRLIET A2, TayaPrA- v EREEHEZEL, £
T O — FFERCR—T LT v b a—u s GEER YL
L L OREEREEIAD D b B e R DSERAL-oo
&o7=(Grogan 154), T OFT- BT OHERIL, 1588 0T
N S BN T A AL B A 7T MR
KAATERE e v 350 bl & OFEHIRREE 2Rk
N U P AR N E T2 Lol =2y
Fid, 1550 DI TN TEIER v a0 blba &L OpFE
TRREOOE RFBUEIIRIA LT, A v ETHEZ S L LT
WD THh D,

RINTH, A 7T RE Mo b OBGRIFEOHD &L
WL, RO LS 7efBghi o7, $72h5, 1580 FZAD
o RUggAY—« & FU— B« 4 AR —(Sir Edward Osborne)
LU F v — K« 2F A 3—(Richard Staper)2N B LT =i
(Murad 1225 M= FHEOSERIZBT 51 75 v FOR
B U T 70kl & R 2 1815 U 32 1581 A 5
R ER YRR T 7 o MR CRSERIR A RO CLISR,
EDREZIIEANTT2 U (Black 241-42), FDEHE XA LR
BSIABRL Lok Tz, ZORR, M aOBRICKT A4 7T
¥ FBIROEEL, B LU TEEN RO CIhol, k=
DBEFERINAA 728D WY 7 @E I LD
RO, A 7T RERHE, Mahio—<HEORBIE

EIERYyat)
(Vitkus 8),

FOL OB, FEE R E b0 L LT ABEE
{H—NoEdkE ZARTIZ R UUERERVIRT Mo
ANDOBEOITh, REIOES L~ B BT e R
VEANOEBWA Y T 4 U A(Byzantium), A T =T A
(Ieonium)R°A TV F(Smyma)id, BT blmd &0 BERID
RSB DDA Th 7= (Maclean and Matar 49), £ &
M B CREH ShT0 s v oot~ —a o 4
VRLA VKRE] OFNL D bIETH D T DB TED
THAI,

FO—F5T, MEEEE L Lz bba - AN VBRI
EDOMFRTEL % < DBHELERHEEN L. 1 /T FREAT
LOBERFOVT 7 74 —fi-IL L ROLIT—/VEA o RIZ
B &R TV = (Maclean and Matar 14), ~YLbi v bHidE
S AEROT UESE, 42 RhoidEesl, BRREANA v
752 bl b &N, = PR ABIROMBEESE S X 2 >0
ot 1598 FiE, BREDY—T Yo s Ty —A
(Sir Anthony Sherley)7’, =¥ v 7 AHAB R/ AA—k « T U L—
(Second Earl of Essex, Robert Devereux)DsR &I U T UL il
iz v FEORFE Y v— + 7 v/ 3—ZA—1H(Shah *Abbas )iZ ¥
VA MNEEEOEBEZHLHDIIND, ZDOEE vy
AMEEHE. MLVIBEIZ BTy v L ORIBEE X
RO TNZE DI TS (Grogan 152), DI ET2WT, U
F— R+ 741 (Richard Wilson)i, = U F~_RBORFOE
MVOARBOREGE S D BB S Lo LD
(209-26), BUWFR & =& > 7 A AR & OBMRITHON L/ b DD,
Brid, MR EETED A= =L U GERT 2= U
ANABIFOH M EER EIXER D RN BN D0 o 7D
Thb, T, BB TL, ZV—ro [Mragfmt
U LOFEE ZHE SO U PR ZBH S < AT0E
N2 ZBORICALE DU CUBWERD MLa ARREBL T,
ZTOBEROBHRECFEL AL, T ATy 70w/ Vv Ry
N RfRE R ST HRI,

IZHINLIELIWCETEE L 22 L TO=DThD

BREER 2, MLaEM YAy hITHIE, EEREER T, B
KT BV T 7 U —F UL B A A —A —/(Ismael)iZ
THBENEETTRY ., LYy v b 2 L BEICE
T, B R SE L ORRESRDLMNE ST D, 772
b, PETE, v d ML EOERNGE, SR g b
BRAfR T U A— ORI Ao ThH O Z & Tdh A(Winter
131), 737 A FOTEHETIEL, ~ Uiy DA Av—oA —/L—1i
(Ismael 1)2S M%< AALTEHMAELT Mra A
DERBEIT > COTE R, YAy FEEBERLL,
L OB R BT 5751 Th - 7=(Dale 86), FHENAZETHD
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ETHD, MG, BROAY R M, ZOHBRFIIERY
T MR AU RTERREE TR D T EILE R LFUT B,
OB OEXBAT, AR EFEINIRO hra bl
i EDERNDIRHNLE ST HOI5r Tl 7z & B
5, b, BEE, 1590 4z —Hiill izl 273885 K
L= EE L, R E U THESRICEE LR ® -1,
ALY DEFFT w8 — AT, 7 A3 a(Qizilbash) (A
ek MV AT 7 U DRARREA A —A
AR LIz 2 —T IR b2 A v DEERRICE 2 -0 i,
TREANZ L DPNELIAE R IR L, FFOY M= |22 BT,
FEC -7 BiEREE LT 5 & & bi, ZhE Togkk
DRI L BB Z D, BEORESHESDE & CHH
48 5 BEHIEZE A~ S R 2137 TV =(Dale 91-94), DI,
FLabFEr &Ly L ORI Z T, BE, 1603 £
W2, WEOETE UOERINGY LT bhd Z LA,
FAUCHL., BRFOHHES AR S5 3RDH T, BUE
Fit, Mo AEEOIIIERLIEOTHA D, /S Ao
NI, MR AERTAT LA ZA TG CHD B 0
BN 28I o CHREOXEMEEZ FIZANL D L3 RF
B LDEROE SN TS,

For Selimus’ hands do itch to have the crown,
And he will have it—or ¢lse pull me down,
Isheaprince? Ahno, heisasea,
Into which run nought but ambitious reaches,
Seditious complots, murder, fraud, and hate.
(Scene 1. 177-81)

NY A FOEEF, 7T A » 23—z A(Francis Bacon)7 Y
ReDA 75 FNIRO E S M2 #4830 LTS 8E D
HEETIND, Thbb, ~—aid, FRELER LI,
TR DT- NI B OMUZFRZE L TE s -« - BiEEfL
TEbi EENRLTWD LI, EOBEWERE AN
T, BB EIILROT SIS AET LA, EEDROE
eOTHD] (22 iB~TU,

L, BWEENESR TS Mo ML, N—arDFiiul &
EELRG, BWEFRIL. ) AEKEOT DI EeEE R
P, RO COTERE LTRSS T, = U P REJF
DB M SEBEROF AR S A BFICEE DT D, T
bbb, BUAZE T, SEROBIENEHRT D2 00ER

oyl B8 b3 EFRNERRE AT RIZIE, VLT O
Bool-, Thbb, 1576 FInH 7 7 7 ¢ —8if 2 ({EFH X 7
~— A7 —{(Tahmasb DAMAT D & BESODEU,
T ODBEE AN ORI, X T — AT —HHIIZ HIUTUVE
7 AN 2 PRELER 728, Vb (TEERRIREEC R
ST, 15874, TF7 v 3—Rq, EET, KhbFNEE
V2T, BIS8EL, T w3 —R—{itig, 7 AT 2 %)
ZCEMEREIR L. 1590 4T Mz ERPERREATS,
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WZTERY, HTE 2, RSB E WA bHEE TR
W BT ODEER 72D T B(Scene 2. 88-115), & LTHEHE, T
T« 233 (Sinam Bassa)ls BN KEHEL 1
7, Frk EEICRDEOIEERI SO EHER
72D U] (“An empire, Sinam, is so sweet a thing, / As I could be a
deviltobeaking™) (Scene2.203-204) L= 9, BMIDT=HIZIIR
B LB IEEET 52 ) AOXEBIL, X7 7= VI CH D,
Fhbhh, =y 3w - <X7 Y= U(Niccold Machiavelli)i, 7%
D TEXEZ] (The PrinceX1532)07275T T& 0 bit, FHLWEE
bR, BURE R D0 DIER. KE. ABMESCEEIZR AT
T 52 L2 NDDTC, ANEPFHET 5 6023
SEAHDITIZIRO DR EBTHT=(81),

ZOEH, wFT U VAR M AR BRIDRIE SR,
Bt HSeE 2 ABAEE SO SRCAIE ST T, b
NAORERETET DEWEROFHIL, v X NTHERFF
—IVABRNE U BSOS RAER UI-BOBRIC S R
b, Tihbb, AY R g b, AN H)—DYLTT— R
(Belgrade)lZ B9 % Y= > K U 7 (Samandria) %% U A2 5 %
T, WL D EMBEEOEEZFL LS &35, v R
TiE O TEF R A v MMahomet)ASEL HAOILT- S T H
0. BT BARAT Y = A BB A ST T DR
R Cho o7z, Z0/ Y X FOFTHIZH LT, &Y
AFRO L DGR~ 5,

No doubt thy father loves thee, Selimus,
To make thee regent of so great a land;
Which is not yet his own, or if it were,
What dangers wait on him that should it steer!
Here the Polonian he comes hurtling in
Under the conduct of some foreign prince,
To fight in honor of his crucifix!
(Scene 4. 7-13)

TRV AOSEORNTEE LDV OiE, B—7 FAD b
N HIEHUCH D, ZOHBREL, 1589 I ML 2
LT RZHAR—T v FEB S REEEZEOHSETINDS
(Hakluyt6: 72)%, BIFFODE U L3 % 24— L A L FEEZHEA TS
EVORIED., BITHOHERE# ABINHE SR RO RIC
PIE ST BDIARSL-TNBD, bbb, B ARELETD
H AV AL, 1590 R, 7 U S TR, U a)IEEERe

2 LR, 7 —inb @5 72 5 ONTATEE R, Daniel Vitkus
ed., Selimus in Three Turk Plays from Early Modern England (Columbia
UP, 20000 ZH#L5,

3k, 1590 FDOR Y PANALFSE, MaERiLAT F={o
TR E L - 23 (Sinan Bassa) DERHIC L D L. AT R Z
i, = U PA_RALEORDIE U CR—T > R ERrEE ik
L7 (Hakluyt 6: 71-73),
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Y Tl IREIRIER > TRY, BAEHL—MIE->T
YL LIE B EAT TN A 75 v REEAIZ & - T(Black
239). B ST L TEVIEBED NG TR - 23T Th 5,
O LTHDE, BWERT, A L0 RMAEL T &<
B8 U EBMEBN B ST T BT Py a KB RE LoD,
ML aDBEREARRL T EEZ BRD,

BINT, BV LD NI B RELOER S
T EIZFELTC, Tavwy M MaaEROBIGEREE L
BHEEDDND, T OBHEIZEON T, ARG SR
B S a2 OXEMARIO—SRE ER AT DT, T I
v NDaA—F AT HEELREND, Thbh, Tavwy

R B U LVEEOBEALERT, Ak CRE LT
BHA = =T VISR TRY, #UZ B 2RTuiEs

RS SND Z L 2o D, B R, Z o EEENR
16 HHETO M afERERICERLIZDIEF 5 £ Thl,
LT, BIFRO MadBEAND Y« 23 (Cali Bassa)hy M X
4 FOFRDOETLAZ 7 712w ) AL FEFIZLESbLINE
WS UL 0, BWERESHIK Mrabikief ==F=U %
L LR E ERE T AEEERBHOFREE L ORSh
A

BIFROA 2 =Fx VI3El, 47T FEEN LT DA
A AT & DEREFA 0BT LD o U P RBIF
DFEREFBR DS THA D, FE, =) PR E
. MLaBAAT P =HHIcEHAED RS, 1590 £ LT

FEO 1 QIZFEOBERR & A = =F = U OFFEND AN
A EEORIR % FIAIVZ(Thomas and Tydeman 310), kb=
WLTh, A 2 IBET AT Zon M) v 7 [EHE#
LTBA TG REFERES LB ThH T, 72771
BIFROA == = Y REMEEORE 1 - U TORETHNSZ
&b U PRRBIFOB ML ANEEROBIRN e B A S
ZLBECEOHENTEIWTHA S,

FAUTHL, FASERA Yy MM a BB E 53—
AZDWT, BHOT mwy MEEDRHIEERL THhDHDT
HH I Ty ME BACMangmiaRIiAND
2Bt 0, B EEE <R A v b, MLaNZE > TEED
MelH CHRatEE | (“the holy Prophet Mahomet, / Chief president and
patron of the Turks™) (Scene 10.16-17) OF#FE(E LT N5, ES
FR Ay OFHPBINC Lo TEEESND LD bLa A
DFERE. T TIC 16 D F —m v RN E > TR UADH D
%@T%oﬁ@mmwdﬂk_@iOQYW@Qﬁf\7HV
v NI ROESIZHRART, REECH LB L v R
(Muhammad)23ET A T =7 A TCORKBEFREFTASE TR A v

hRT—Z ATHNT TIESET D,

That thou and all the city yield themselves;

Or by the holy rites of Mahomet,
His wondrous tomb and sacred Alcoran,
You shall die: and not a common death,
But even as monstrous as | can devise.
(Scene 12. 18-22)
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ERHEIHLND T LT D | ER~TUz (1:371),

Losl, 74y 7 ADEEL FZ, BRo7 2wy MI, =
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THDEZZVERY, BFELIWT 5, 2—F %7 TUUE
BT AT TS LT AT 2wy PERT, ERETOB
BN N ABGHETED = b —L UGERTETHS D
Dy R AR DRMAE, R LB Z L8 203,
1597 AR SN IAFEARZED/IMIFT B EOBEE [(The
Policy of the Turkish Empire\ 3\ TCHORIEEILA, T70bb, T4
v b ADHVRDERS - - - HLOANE 2 DRI,
e ORI BN 58RI Lo ¢, Aed—r w3
DEFERCTELEL ERHETOA] (gid. inChew 133), 20D
IMBAZRER SN TND X272 Mo AERFETHZ LK
T, BWERIL., = U P RBIFOB bzv:%iﬁ%@ﬂfiﬁﬁ%éﬁo
FIEREE DT NS EEADD TR,
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BTG, 7oy NOBRENRERNG Y X P ITHE
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b, fx=Fx UL, SV hodE LIdEEI, BY
L MVADEFIET D, TORBINEROREERD Y
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Be UURSEFICBAIEETAT S, £ LT, BEDL. BF
EAg TN OB U AW, 24 Y NT 75 2N A(Abraham) % FE
STAT A 4 NOFEFHET DTN 55 U~ L LDRLA
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I NSEERE L REOVOIT b, FREREE & LT YT
e et TZOREDA ) w0 B V7 hE a7
EED(11), BEDNTE 9 72 DTEN, BIOBEIZEWTE U A0
HEDSOTvXT Vo UMIRERE LT, WEEIEIL LD
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F Y LDRIANYT FOBEAIDNTIEE S ThA Y7y, BF
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A MEFET Y AT 7 /WBullithrumble) DEZEZ, =/v7 MID
FEEND, FLT, AINHZEGLN T, ® U AORNIET
b, ans M ROLHITENT, B ACHED
SEIEAET LIS T 5,

Then, Selim, hear thy brother’s dying words
And mark them well, for ere thou die thyself,
Thou shalt perceive all things will come to pass
That Corcut doth divine before his death.
Since my vain flight form fair Magnesia,
Selim, I have conversed with Christians. . . .
(Scene 22. 45-50)

ZOBIROEREE T, 2 M, ¥R MIGECER LD E
U ANUBLTHDN, BR EO2/s h3F U A ML
FLEWIFERITRG, FHUCHIDD LT, hEhSEIE
FIdA T T v RAF U A MNGERBFEET, 207 ML
EXEONE, Mva b OREEEETS O 2T M3 AR
YmAERD D B a— 71y | 2(HughBroughton)’z &1 > 75
U ROT T AL v MR T LD BRIPEWER OB H -
72Dt Lz (Dimmock 176),

INGLOTRT AR Mg T BLINEA TN L 512, B
HOELY M A 7T RAF U A M & OSEEORER.,
s TROBRERDO, b0 & LRENMHORD 25T
D77 (“the way to save my soul / And “pease the anger of the highest
God” ) (Scene 22. 51-52)&F (X, F U R MDD LR FE
T5, T, Iy MI, BY ACREEE LRI THS
F a2 —/L/UChiurlu) CFEE 25 & TE L, DR (“dark
hell”) (Scene 22. 78) CEIASET AL DRI, EOEBIIEHEE X
258D, F U A MO SR ORE TS
X HBIEET D,

L LZeit, Y AEF U R MRICECR LT 22 NOF
BEIZE ST DEFNERN, FREZ AN, B AL, B
DR EFERT B O & AT DIZER FIZ L b SE 7
#%T. RO L HITRRD,

What, ishe dead? Then Selimus is safe

And hath no more corrivals in the crown.
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For as for Acomat he soon shall see
His Persian aid cannot save him from me.
Now Sinam, march to fair Amasia walls,
Where Acomat’s stout queen immures herself,
And girt the city with a warlike siege.
(Scene 22. 85-91)

T U AOBBIIEE DS D, BOSENLIL, BOID
0% U A NI~ DURTHFIETE R, L. BHISET5
ZEDRD, HDHNIF IR MNEE ST ERLES L LA
W RLaDERE UOREND, UL EEDAL L TT R
AT 0T RS o NEET- LR D ML A\OBFIZRT
HIFRZIR D LTI =72 ThA 9, AER R TOHEEIC
LT, M ANGEFA T T RAEFOEEEE )T fER:
TFEEBASToOTIEIRINA DD,

v

BENT, Tawy MdeUL Yy DEFN A A — oA — b
T RDRNE ALERE L RD, F VNSRS T DE
U 2 b ORRRIZAH 2 DHBEDIR S 10D, ANEIDSHEE Shui- R,
Rz &~ YL v EDEN NGB FEBEE RS, RS L
TEELUEBIFIC S -7 2 LIHRVIRTETHh7A, T 2T
U A COBEERT ) FARABIFOR oA RECR OB
MRBEREEZELSEAAA 7> TCNA L L HERA L TH
72, TG AR E LR O R T Y & < [EEE
BNEDST D EE, = F T Ve VIZBGREBEINTEN D
Ml Ak, Lo EIHSORRLE b AL NS, E
RERERIAREEE L L O L Ltk U 507 oy MBI,
HHHEEO OIS d51 T D HT - e R O IR A TR S
D, BE, 1600 FHEEIIRD & -~V Y BEFET o —R—
ity IS Aot n—e i E, B MR
A G OEFPRFEEOR UHZRERIZES U7
(Blow 85-98),

UL, BRICBIES R b oL, B E#EL, 2
MERFT BI20E, A0 L A R W CIRIE hLa A
DEEOFE ThHho7oCh A 9, RERIZBOTEIERNRD &
NITHLIL DI, BY AL Tavy NESHET UL
¥ AR B NOIEHUASEE Uit s E A T 54,
BENED LIS DRDIERITARITY Z L0k b,

Next shall you see him with triumphant sword
Dividing kingdoms into equal shares
And give them to his warlike followers.
If this first part, gentles, do like you well,
The second part shall greater murthers tell.
(Conclusion. 3-7)
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