EESHHEEY Yy =B [YRS V- T—=] 145
e — b RO T 2D OHK - HARBIIHEZ Tw o0

REFT O &b D H - EXARBRIIEE 2 T2 D)
— /IR EAE O K ZE L T —

Are Nature and Social Experiences of Children in Morioka City
Increasing?
— A Comparison of Elementary and Junior High School Students —
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Abstract

This paper reports the results of a survey conducted at elementary and junior high schools in
Morioka City, Iwate prefecture, with emphasis on the differences between elementary and junior
high school students. The survey was conducted from December 2017 to January 2018 among
students from the 5th grade in 11 elementary schools and the 2nd grade in 6 junior high schools in
Morioka City, Iwate prefecture. The scope of the survey included how students spend their time
after returning home from school on weekdays, the amount of interaction with nature and society,
as well as their own dispositions, abilities, mindsets, etc.

The results are as follows. Firstly, the majority of students spend their time with their mothers
after going home on weekdays, and they often study and watch television. However, around 48%
of the elementary students play with their friends outdoors every day or occasionally, whereas only
26% of junior high school students engage in the same activities.
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Secondly, experiences such as "watching out for bullies," "caring for flowers," "caring for pets,"
and "participating in local festivals" are more common among elementary school students than
junior high school students.

Thirdly, experiences such as active interaction with nature ("fishing at the sea or river,"
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"swimming in the sea or river," "drinking from springs"), "role-playing," "playing games such as

nn

kick-the-can," "sumo wrestling," "playing with children living next door," and "being scolded by
neighbors" decline in the higher grades. Activities involving their peers also decline over a span of
just 3 years.

Moving forward, the task is to illuminate the kind of changes in the students' disposition and

abilities as a result of changes in their interaction with nature and society.
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