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Commerce trends in an industrial area that is focused on attracted companies
-Case Study of Kitakami city,Iwate

aHHOA
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Abstract

Kitakami city in Iwate Prefecture is the region that has produced a great industrial park and
attracted many companies, and accordingly, remarkable achievement has been accomplished there.
As a result, population in Kitakami city had increased steadily since around 1940, and it is leveled
off from 2000 to now. While population has been declined in other provincial cities, this is a good
example and result that attraction of companies worked efficiently as a measure against population
decline. However, the effect, such as population inflow by attraction of companies, is hardly
confirmed in the shopping area located in the center of Kitakami city. Therefore, in this study, we
investigated and analyzed the commerce activities in Kitakami city in Iwate Prefecture with the aim
to reveal the commerce circumstance of the city that achieves commercial development such as
attraction of companies. Consequently, we found that consumers use small supermarkets and
convenience stores that are around their residences, and they do not spend money very much in the
central shopping area. For that reason, we discovered that purchasing population increase has not

stimulated central shopping area commerce.
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