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An Analysis of the Conditions and Changes of
Child Experiences with Society and Nature
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to conduct an inquiry into what will be of import in activities
concerning natural and social experience - considered to be of chief importance in scholastic
development for "new abilities" such as will, interest, and attitude - by clarifying the characteristics of
the changes thereof.

The study utilizes data from the National Institution for Youth Education to calculate "Experience
Scores" for use in the analysis. Experience Scores from before entering elementary school, from the
lower grades, and from the upper grades in elementary school were set against each in other in order
to find relationships as well as overall trends.

The analysis yields the following results: 1. There is not much natural or social experience
before elementary school. 2. There is more natural and social experience before elementary school in
the younger generation, and upon entering school the differences between individuals are smaller. 3.
Middle school students and those in their 20s do not have very active social or natural experiences in
elementary school. 4. Those with lots of natural and social experiences at one level tended to also have
a lot in the next. 5. Those above their 20s (especially 40s and up) shows an increase in natural/social
experience after entering elementary school regardless of their point status before entering it. 6. The
young generation (particularly high school juniors to those in their 30s) has fewer natural and social
experiences in the upper grades in elementary school. 7. There is a tendency in the young generation
for those with few natural and social experiences to have even fewer going forwards.

For the children who are getting fewer natural and social experiences during early periods, we
must consider making devices that either increase such experiences or serve as an alternative. There
is also a need to more deeply analyze the relationship between such experiences and the cultivation of
abilities and talents.
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