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The Possibilities of Working from Home and Jobs Utilizing Information and
Communications Technology (ICT) for People with Disabilities in Tohoku
Region: Based on surveys conducted by the Employment Support Office for
People with Disabilities and other organizations in Tohoku region, Chugoku
region, and Shikoku region
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If the period around 2006 is regarded as the first wave of attempts to create jobs utilizing ICT, the present can
be regarded as the second wave. While there were signs of this movement in the Tohoku region during the first
wave, this trend did not necessarily continue and it did not develop as programs of municipalities. The following
point can be pointed out as the cause of this result: these movements evolved into only welfare programs for
providing employment support for people with disabilities and they did not lead to regional economic development.
From the viewpoint of integrating welfare employment measures and economic development measures in
municipalities, there is a need for cross-cutting, multi-field efforts that lead people who have difficulties finding jobs
to employment in municipalities.
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