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The Relation between Spain and Morocco in Dekker’s Lust’s Dominion, or the Lascivious Queen
—From a Standpoint of International Situations Related to England—

ARG AR
Keitaro ISHIBASHI

Thomas Dekker’s Lust's Dominion, or the Lascivious Queen was written in 1600. At the time of the play’s composition and

performances, Muly Ahmed al-Mansur, a king of Morocco, planned to conquer Spain.  To achieve his plan, the Moroccan king

was carrying on negotiations with Queen Elizabeth, trying to establish a full military alliance with England. While Queen

Elizabeth’s foreign policy was marked by increased ties with the Ottoman Empire as a means of resisting Spain, Morocco was

fighting against the empire in Barbary in alliance with Spain.

The result was that the England’s confidence in Morocco was

destabilized. This paper will illuminate anxieties about England’s political and military relationship with Morocco by examining

the anti-Morocco elements of the play in relation to events in the late Elizabethan reign.
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Although my flesh be tawny, in my veines,
Runs blood as red, and royal as the best
And proud’st in Spain, there do’es old man:
(L. i. 154-56y
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King, thou shalt be no King for wronging me.
The Pope shall send his bulls through all thy Realm,
And pul obedience from thy Subjects hearts,
To put on armour of the Mother Church;
Curses shal fal like lightnings on your heads,
Bell, book and candle, holy water, praiers,
Shal all chime vengeance to the Court of Spain
Till they have power to conjure down that feind;
(IL.i. 44-51)
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There are newly come to London Muly Hamet Xarife, secretary
and principal ambassador from the King of Barbary, and with him
in commission two merchants, bearing letters for her Majesty.

They were met at Dover by Sir Thomas Gerrard, the Knight

The Dramatic Works of Thomas Dekker, Vol. IV (Cambridge:
Cambridge UP, 1968) (ZH#L5,
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Marshal, and divers gentlemen, and are now lodged at the house of
Alderman Ratcliffe, near to the Royal Exchange.  They speak by
a Spanish interpreter.  They are tawny Moors, very strangely
attired and behavioured.

(Harrison I1I: 104)
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But I for love to you, love to fair Spain,
Choose rather to rip up a Queens disgrace,
Then by concealing it to set the Crown
Upon a bastardshead.  Wherefore my Lords
By my consent crown that proud Blackamore;
Since Spains bright glory must so soon grow dim,
Since it must end, let it end all in him [Eleazar].
(IIL ii. 229-35)
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How is thy Prince and Counsellors abus’d,
And trodden under the base foot of scom:
Wrong’d Lords, Emanuel of Portugal partakes
A feeling share in all your miseries:
(IV.1. 3-6)
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Mark: the imperial chair of Spair,
Isnow as empty as a Misers Alms;
Be wise, [ yetdare sitin’t;  It’s for you,
If you will be for me, there’s room for two.
Do, meditate, muse on’t: it’s best for thee
To love me, live with me, and lye with me.
(V.1ii. 98-103)
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Well Zarack Ile unfix thee first of all,
Thou shalt help me to play the Cardinall;
This Iron engine on his head I'le clap,
Like a Popes Mitet, or a Cardinalls Cap.
(V. iii. 95-98)
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And for this Barbarous Moor, and his black train,
Let all the Moors be banished from Spain.
(V. iii. 182-83)
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VW= F—=THBHE LT, AT FeEryablnER
IR BRI N A2 oo Z LT A b BRI
DA 7T RADER Y a NiZRT MBS, A 7T
RER D & HATERER R AL & v 2 ORI
DI E B2 HIA,

D%, AT Ty RBER Y 3 OREFWAEERD S
BRI, =) YA L EDOENEMA LTV oA LA HE
FREREE /— AR —fHa s 5— ko« B UL T AN
A 2 RIS R T T L TR E B (LRI A T, T,
TuFAF L NEELTOAL T T ROEME S —1 v - GE
EGSR L Th 60, A LI E D L EHDN Y = A A
ADERThoT, THUS, TOFHELIE, A—T AHDVT
hy HEIDLOZN hvm Ny EREA TN NS & DR %
WS LIZEO LR T A DT 2 YREHHI LT,
T 8w O BESE DT DOIMINEREHT L o> TEENOMBEE
PP TIZHRE L TOhADEH > T, A 77 MERZ B
DILCTHRERELOES T, A 75 ReofieRb A=
H LIV /NE LR ORI DR 2 2 A% C & 7 (Feros 149),

FLT, 16 FEDE, A~ & AT T ROAZEIL
al RBEICES T L, 1588 R4 Ul 7 /L~ LIkt
WCEZEEROBSE KD LR, AL v & ORISR

3 A5 BMRIRD LT A= BTV A m—F A3 U
DIBEHT & L9 AR, O 1582 O EE S TAGE
INTW, Lol B ZaBAAL 2 E > THERTE)
HTHDHERENG, B9, 77007 Lo T
B EIE S OB TR D A WSRO, Eim, 7=
AEHOFER L/ L EFRIRESRE, 23— U 2B
DI ) A OHEE TG, b DEREREHICRIT A
Telote, BT NEHOY 1600 FECIERICHE LiFi & L

sz Sk, AT REER y 3 L OESR
BRI ELIZ D2 LIT0D, TORE, Vxdf bA—
HEOTEHHIZ I TA R T AR N BRI ES 8- 7oA F
FRAMGDDZ LD, XX U VT A Fh—,
feR e Z7RT 4 YT vy Uy, FIERDME
IRV TA AT AEITUGE LTZ N U R N FEHDUVNIA R T
LHFECYER LT U A N EOEMR E W o R 7 a—
AT o TTHT L8 B,
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