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Notes on Child-care Charity of Dr Barnardo' s Homes
: The Background and Prehistory of Foundation

MIKAMI Kunihiko
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Thomas Barnardo began his work in London in 1867 when he set up a ragged school in the East End, where poor
children could get a basic education. In 1870, Barnardo opened his first home for boys in Stepney Causeway. In 1876
he started the Girls' Village Home in Barkingside (Essex). As present, there are over 100 homes in Britain and others
in Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa. When Dr Thomas Barnardo died(1905), there were nearly 8,000
children in the 96 residential homes he had set up. More than 4,000 children were boarded out, and 18,000 had been
sent to Canada and Australia. From the foundation of the first Barnardo' s home in 1870 to the date of Barnardo's death,
nearly 100,000 children had been rescued, trained and placed out in life. In this paper, the background of Dr Barnardo's
homes and prehistory of its foundation are summarized as a preliminary study based on earlier literature.
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