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The Roles of Social Security System in the Life
of the Self-employed Aged in the City
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This article focuses on problems of the Japanese social security system, in particular, ones in relation to
surveys conducted on national pensions and the lives of the aged, self-employed workers in urban areas. This
article is mainly based on two surveys. The author conducted these surveys on aged self-employees in the Joto
area (Tokyo) with several questions. The first of these analyzes their business conditions. It shows how they
continue to run their shops or factories to gain income. It also analyzes the relation of their income and national
pension. It concludes that pension serves as a supplement to their income. The second survey analyzes the
cause of their economic hardships. It indicates that their healthcare costs have amounted to an enormous
financial drain. Recent social security system reform results in causing the elderly more burdens by covering
the expenses of healthcare by insurance payments.
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