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The Declining People's Awareness on Disaster Preparedness:
A Comparison of surveys in 2000 and 2007

Akiko ONOZAWA

This study aims to examine the transition of people's awareness on disaster preparedness over time. We have

conducted surveys in 2000 and 2007 for people living around Iwate volcano which shows signs of volcanic

activity in 1998. The surveys show that the disaster preparedness of the inhabitants has largely decreased in

2007, particularly among young people. On the other hand, it confirmed that participating into community

activities helps to improve this tendency. Moreover, people living with vulnerable people were found to tend to

have good preparation for disasters. In the end of the paper, we suggest that keeping awareness on disaster

preparedness remained important although the volcano has been inactive.
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