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Ethnic problems and self-alienation of labor

— An Essay on Nation and Ethnicity in Historical Materialism —

Yuichi Takashima 22 May 2017

”Marxism” did not solve ethnic problems. After a century since the Russian October revolution,
we, social scientists need to philologically reflect on today’s situation. In other words, ethnic conflict
has expanded to an unprecedented scale, rather than disappearing, even though a century has
already passed since the Russian Revolution, which has been believed by many people as the first
opportunity in human history to destroy ethnic conflict. Now, the philosophy of 'multicultural
symbiosis’ is hypocritically argued in the midst of conflicts.

Historically, on the eve of the Russian Revolution, many Marxists fight a enthusiastic disputes
over the right of self-determination for nations and ethnicity in the area called ”ethnic prison” such as
Russia, Poland, Austria, Ukraine, Caucasus, Germany. However, this controversy was not resolved,
being only formally ”settled” as a result. We receive that "reward” as a curse of intensifying religious
/ sectarian conflict and ”battle against terrorism”.

This paper aimes to anser the following two questions, 1) Why ”Marxism” was widely believed to
solve ethnic problems at that time? 2) Why many Marxists have failed to solve the ethnic conflicts
in class struggles?

For the first purpose, this paper discusses ethnic problems in connection with the ”self-alienation”
of labor, which is the birthplace of "Marxism”. For the second purpose, this paper reviews the
controversies before and after the Russian revolution, which were made mainly between V. I. Lenin

and other Marxist, discussing how the solution of the dispute have been failed.
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