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Current Status and Problems of Self-support Disaster Reduction Associations:
A Hearing Investigation on Senboku City-Akita and Ninohe City-Iwate.
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This paper presents an overview of research trends on Self-support Disaster Reduction Associations.
Thereafter, through several interviews with staff members in charge of disaster reduction from Senboku City-
Akita and Ninohe City-Iwate, I examine the current organizational process and issues of self-supported disaster
reduction associations. Due to the historical experience of disasters in the affected regions, administrative bodies
do recognize the necessity of organizing into Self-support Disaster Reduction Associations. The administration
tries to encourage organizing of these associations through the support of subsidies and the promotion of
activities, but found the formation rate of these Associations to be somewhat ‘sluggish. The reasons include a
lack of people in leadership positions within the regions, and a gap in the residents recognition of the need for
these associations. Future research objectives include not only the formation rate of these Self-support Disaster
Reduction Associations, but also need to consider how to ensure the efficacy of these Associations.
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