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Support for Artistic Activities
in Welfare Offices and Special Needs Schools of Iwate Prefecture

SATO Masahito, MURAI Moto
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A survey was conducted on conditions required for supporting artistic activities of handicapped children and
people at welfare centers and special needs schools in Iwate Prefecture. This survey was designed to examine
factors obstructing or promoting support. A questionnaire was administered in 308 facilities, and 137 responses
were collected (a response rate of 44.48%) . Results indicated that artistic activities were conducted in 64.44%
of the facilities, which included drawing, singing, and calligraphy, among others. On the other hand, 35.56% of
the facilities did not conduct such activities. They gave the following reasons among others for not conducting
artistic activities: “productive activities are prioritized,” “sometime in the future, but not now" and “handicapped
children/people have no interest in artistic activities.” The following were considered necessary for initiating
support for artistic activities: “recognizing changes and achievements in users that are facilitated by artistic
activities,” “increased opportunities for exhibition and presentations in local communities,” and “specialists’
instructions on support methods.” It is concluded that demonstrating practical cases corresponding to various
needs and giving instructions in concrete support methods would be required to develop artistic activities.
Keywords : Iwate Prefecture, welfare offices, special needs schools, support for artistic activities, obstructive and
promotional factors
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