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Liberal arts and general education curriculum reform at

Iwate Prefectural University
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Abstract

The purpose of this report is to describe the process of reform of a liberal arts and general
education curriculum at Iwate Prefectural University in academic year 2013. And we indicate the
significance and problem of the reform and future's view.

We think this report can contribute to a member on campus and people outside the university by
the next point. First, to members on campus, it's possible to tell the process of the consideration as
well as a result. Second, to people outside the university, it's possible to offer a case study of a
liberal arts and general education curriculum reform in a public university with more than one
department with the different characteristics.

Our new liberal arts education curriculum is organized from three groups of courses. First is the
group of courses which based on discipline. In second group, students try to consider a problem or
a theme through multidirectional viewpoint. And third group focus on project based learning. From
a total result of the questionnaire about the liberal arts education curriculum which went to first
grade student in November, it became clear that the aim of the curriculum reform this time is
transmitted to students.Now, we have to consider pursuit of originality of Iwate Prefectural
University and to integrate liberal arts education, general education, and professional education into
undergraduate education.
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