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A New Approach to the Reading Marathon Room
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As a member of the Reading Marathon Program, I had the
unique and wonderful opportunity to connect with a number of
students. The students who visited me in the Reading
Marathon Room were enthusiastic and eager to use English
and it was a pleasure to converse with them concerning a
number of topics. At Halloween and Christmas, several of the
students, along with myself, planned festive events designed to
allow the students to interact with one another in the context of
using English — and to have fun while doing so! Besides
providing an opportunity for students to speak freely with a
native English speaker, the Reading Marathon Room also
contains a myriad of English publications, each at different
levels of English comprehension so as to allow the students to
challenge their reading skills and find material appropriate to
their current level. A key part of my position involved keeping
records of which books were borrowed by whom. As a result, I
was able to see the students choosing progressively higher
level reading material, an encouraging fact as this implied their
increasing proficiency of the English language. During my
time as a member of the Reading Marathon Program, I was
constantly impressed by the determination and passion with
which these students applied themselves to their study of the
English language. Due to the work of the Reading Marathon
Program at Iwate Prefectural University. 1 was able to
experience first-hand the students” development and
acquisition of language skills and also made valuable, lasting
friendships. It was a pleasure to be a part of the program and |

look forward seeing its continued success in the future!
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