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The Modern Environmental Changes and the Life and Culture Transformation
in Northern Tohoku Region, Japan
Part 6. Who Participates in Folk Customs? The connection between the house generation depth and
the participants given the changing age structure of the rural villages in lwate Prefecture
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Summary

Growing number of settlements in rural areas in Japan were supposed to have been endangered due to population outflow
and the low birthrate. Based on reports made a half century ago on four settlements in Iwate Prefecture of the Tohoku district
of Japan, we’ve conducted a questionnaire survey to compare the current situations with those of the previous reports.

In the paper, we compare each settlement, observing how the age brackets within the population compositions have
changed, since it is believed to be an important factor for folk events to be maintained. Then, we review in detail “Drawing of
the sacred water” on New Year’s Day, one of the annual folk events. How and in what form has the event described in the
reports 50 years ago developed been maintained up to now? Although it had vanished in some settlements, leaving just
memories of it in residents in the reports of 50 years ago, it has been proved that there are some homes, if not many, which
are still practicing the ritual event. However, it has also been proved that long held cultures have not necessarily been
maintained even if only a few families in settlements with old history have maintained such folk events. We should draw

attention to the methods of maintaining folk customs and collecting documents.
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