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A study on the processes of the problem solving
of Asian foreign wives in rural Japan
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This study aims to investigate the domestic problems of Asian foreign wives living in rural areas, and to
clarify the processes of solutions to these problems. Semi-structured interviews were conducted with ten
Asian foreign wives living in X city in Tohoku region. According to the interview results, five patterns
of responses to problems were recognized, as defined by previous studies. The results also indicated the
determinants of the problem solving: economic capital, social capital, cultural capital, social status, consent of
the party concerned, life-cycle changes concerning family members, perception of the situational division of
roles, feelings towards the other party, and consent of the other party. Participants tended to be non-assertive
and passive at the beginning of their arrival in Japan, but as they gained capital, they shifted to be assertive
and wife-dominant.

Keywords : international marriage, wives of Asian origin, decision-making, declaration of intension.
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