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The Position of the Emperor Showa in the Post-World War II Politics

Muneto GOTOH

Although 1t is generally said that the Emperor Showa did not engage in politics in the post-
World War II period, this widespread view is grounded not on the verification of the actual
political form but on the argument which derives from an interpretation of the Constitution of
Japan.

In recent years several important records and diaries have been published, for example The
Diary of Mamoru Shigemitsu, The Diary of Hitoshi Ashida, The Diary of Eisaku Sato and The
Diary of Sukemasa Irie. These writers were at the center of the postwar politics. In this
paper, using the documents cited above I demonstrated that both “naiso” and “gokamon”
were frequent between the Emperor and the cabinet even in the postwar period. Based on this
demonstration, I considered the following: 1) why “naiso” and “gokamon” were able to con-
tinue in the postwar politics, given the Emperor’s intervention in politics, and 2) how they in-
fluenced the postwar politics. Furthermore, I examined the position of the Emperor Showa in

the post-World War II politics.
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