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Abstract
The aim of the present study was to record the activities of public health nurses in Iwate Prefecture
following the occurrence of the Great East Japan Earthquake and up to the present day, in order to
elucidate the roles of public health nurses and the abilities they require, and to reveal problems with
maternal and child health activities that remain unresolved. Twenty-two public health nurses, who
belonged to either public health centers located in coastal areas or to local governments in Iwate
Prefecture, participated in a group interview survey. Problems with maternal and child health activities
were categorized as relating to “information, ” “commodities,© and “human support.” Resolving these
problems requires establishment of “close relationships with mothers and children” and “systems for safe
maintenance and management of information on mothers and children” in times of peace. The “roles of

public health nurses” in times of emergency must also be specified.

Keyword : The Great East Japan Earthquake
Public Health Center, Local Goverment,
Public Health Nurses, Maternal and Child
Health Activity in Community.



