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Abstract

The aim of the present study was to elucidate the issues surrounding implementation of terminal care
in communal care homes for dementia patients (group homes) based on changes in group home conditions
and staflf awareness after the distribution of leaflets about terminal care. A questionnaire survey was
conducted on group home staff in A Prefecture regarding staff awareness and facility conditions
concerning terminal care. The response of “not wanting to or not really wanting to conduct terminal
care” at group homes was received from over 60% of participants. This result was due to a lack of
suitable conditions for conducting terminal care, including “insufficient doctors and nurses”, “inadequate
systems and facility provisions”, “inadequate framework for cooperation with families”, and “insufficient
staff knowledge, skill and experience”. As well as providing suitable facility conditions for performing
terminal care, physical and mental preparations are required by staff who will actually be involved with
residents in the terminal stages of life. Absence of such preparations will make it difficult for residents
to approach the end of life comfortably. These findings indicate the need for thorough review of how
terminal care of elderly patients with dementia. This review should be conducted in conjunction with

group home staff, home care providers and nurses.

Keywords : elderly people with dementia, group homes. terminal care
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