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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to clarify the realities of lawful confinement of mentally disordered
people from the Meiji era to the beginning of the Showa era.
The realities of lawful confinement:

1) The number of people in lawful confinement at the end of every year was from 43 to 170 people.
2) There were more men than women in lawful confinement.
3) Opposite to common belief, more people were released from lawful confinement than those that re-
mained until the end of their life.
4) Many lawful confinements took place at home.
5) Houses, hospitals, and one municipal facility were used as places of lawful confinement.
First mental hospital was established in 1932 in Iwate Prefecture, later than most other prefec-

tures. Therefore some mentally disordered people were lawfully confined to one municipal facility at
the prefecture and hospitals at other prefectures.

Most mentally disordered people in were not able to go to mental hospital, and were lawfully con-
fined at home by necessity.

Despite this, human rights were still preserved and protected in accordance with the law, accord-

ing to newspaper accounts.

Keywords : The law to control the mentally subnormal, Mental hospital law,
Lawful confinement, History, ilwate prefecture



