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FER 1 AU RES IR TELL 2.35 (0.96) | 253 (1.03) |2.21 (0.88) | * *
BB ECABLTORZN 190 (0.82) | 191 (09D | 1.90 (0.74)

*p<0.05, * *p<0.01, * *x *p<0.001
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Abstract

A study was conducted to clarify the qualities recognized, and those expected, of a midwife using a ques-
tionnaire distributed to 959 women after childbirth in Iwate Prefecture. Responses were obtained from 378
of these women, and the data obtained revealed the following.

1. About 30% of the surveyed women were cohabiting with their parents, or living within a short distance
from them. At least 90% of the women went regularly to hospital by car, taking an average of 34.1 minutes.
Ninety-five (25.1%) of the women had a trouble when they chose the hospital.

2. At least 90% of the surveyed women recognized the role of a midwife, although the role was considered to
be an indirect one by the majority.

A high proportion of the women recognized that the midwife’s role was valuable with regard to “Birth”

and “Care after childbirth”, whereas only a low proportion recognized a midwife's role in diagnosis.

3. With regard to expectations of a midwife, some items during the pregnancy period were considered to
have been enhanced by the midwife’s care. A large proportion of women requested the need for set stan-
dards of care at the time of delivery. = After childbirth, many aspects of after-care after discharge from
hospital were considered to require midwife support. ‘

Keywords : midwife, recognition, expectation, pregnancy, delivery



