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Abstract

The number of group homes for dementia patients has increased rapidly after the enactment of the nursing-care
insurance law. At first, most group home users were eldefly patients with mild to moderate dementia.
However, over time, the severity of dementia in group home users has increased. Terminal care in group homes
is-thus starting to become a relevant issue. T he present study was conducted to ascertain the current state of
terminal care in group homes in Iwate Prefecture, and to clarify problems associated with terminal care in group
homes. Semi-structured interviews were held at 23 group homes, and the following 4 problems with terminal
care in group homes were identified:
1. Problems with substance of care staff
2. Problems with medical care
3. Problems with building structures
4. Problems with family understanding

Currently, little discussion about the necessity of terminal care in group homes has been initiated, and relat-
ed issues have not been identified and organized. As a result, terminal care for group home ﬁsers, including
countermeasures fqr problems identified by the present study, is determined based-on the individual approaches
of each group home. Group homes need to actively initiate wider discussion of terminal care and promptly estab-

lish consistent and uniform measures that can be adopted by all group homes.

‘Keywaords : the elderly with dementia, group home, terminal care



