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Abstract
Classes were held in which case studies were employed within group skills laboratory practice. The classes in-
corporated four areas of common nursing skills ('nfection control’; 'Physical assessment’ ; 'Supporting patient inde-

pendence , and 'Psychological care) into the curriculum unit of the nursing skill ‘hygiene’.

The participants were 76 first-year students at the university Nursing Faculty.

For the analysis methodology, students were asked to write freely about how they could prepare to assist the
patients, actually assist the patients, and provide after-care for the patients for the case studies given in the
class. These writing tasks were carried out pre- and post- class for the nursing skill "hygiene’, and once again
after the one-day practicum, creating three datum sets. The following results were obtained:

(1) °Physical assessment’ and ’Supporting patient independence’ - After the practicum, the number of data en-
tries increased.

(2) Infection control - Compared to data obtained prior to the classes, the number of data entries made on
this subject post-class increased, however, the number of data entries made post-practicum de-
creased.

The students were unable to transfer their theoretical knowledge on the subject into a hospital

environment, and there is seen to be a need to make an educational connection between theory and
practice.



