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Observations on blue rock thrushes Monticola solitarius
in the interior of Iwate Prefecture, Japan

Yoshio Kaneko

Abstract The blue rock thrush Monticola solitarius originally inhabits the coastline in Japan,
but the species has recently been observed far inland. In particular, blue rock
thrushes are often found in large cities with high buildings including railway stations.
I observed blue rock thrushes several times in the interior of Iwate Prefecture, ie.,
Morioka, Tohno, Hanamaki, Kitakami, and Ichinoseki. The farthest inland site was
Morioka, which is 71 km from the coast. Based on the birds" behavior, I concluded
that blue rock thrushes breed in these inland cities.

Keywords blue rock thrush, Iwate Prefecture, inland cities, breeding
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