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Livelihood recovery process from the Great East Japan
Earthquake in the tsunami-affected region using 2011 and
2013 cross-sectional data in Ofunato City

Yoshihiro Horigome, Koji Abe, Tsunehide Chino

Abstract We used covariance structure analysis and cross-sectional questionnaire survey data
from two different years for Ofunato City to analyze the impact of disaster damage
(loss of homes and jobs) on residents” livelihood recovery process. Results indicated
that the degree of anxiety decreased with the passage of two years, especially for
those whose harm was not severe. Meanwhile, people living in temporary housing
suffered greater anxiety, and people who had lost their jobs because of retirement
or the disaster were less satisfied with their lives. Recovery of their livelihoods will
be a major challenge, as is rebuilding the homes of people in temporary housing, and
rebuilding their communities after they have moved into their new homes.

Keywords Great East Japan Earthquake, livelihood recovery, Ofunato City, cross-sectional
survey, covariance structure analysis
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