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Snags in Mature and Secondary Beech Forests in Black
Woodpecker Habitat

Mitsuhiro Nakamura and Masaaki Hisasue

Abstract To determine the characteristics of beech forests important for the black
woodpecker (Dryocopus martius) , we specifically examined snags as a food source,
and examined the volume and type of snags in mature and secondary beech forests
in the black woodpecker’s habitat. Snags of three types were found: standing dead
trees, stumps, and fallen trees. The volume of snags in the mature beech forest was
significantly greater than in the secondary beech forest. The volumes of both standing
dead and fallen trees in the mature beech forest were significantly greater than those
in the secondary beech forest. The total volume of standing dead trees was found to
be the most important factor by a GLMM incorporating standing dead trees, stumps,
and fallen trees as factors. The findings suggest that snags, especially standing dead
trees, play a key role in black woodpecker habitat.

Key words Black woodpecker, food source, snag, standing dead tree
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