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Kenji Miyazawa's "The Telegraph Poles on a Moonlit Night"
and the Dispatch of Troops to Siberia: The Relationships
between Takuboku's Tanka, "Carmen", and 'War and Peace’

Abstract

Key words

Fumio Yonechi

Kenji Miyazawa was strongly influenced by tanka written by Takuboku Ishikawa.
Takuboku's tanka about telegraph poles running toward the North also influenced Kenji's fairy
tale, "The Telegraph Poles on a Moonlit Night." In this fairy tale, a line of telegraph poles along
the tracks near a station transform into a rank of soldiers and start marching under the orders
of the Chief of Electricity. When a train comes, the soldiers return to being telegraph poles. Up
to now, this fairly tale was considered to be a story about electricity and railroads. However, it
was later discovered that the tale is based on the mobilization of the Japanese troops dispatched
to Siberia, particularly, the Corps of Engineers stationed at Morioka, which were engaged in
exercises in Hanamaki. This Corps of Engineers war song, composed by Kenji Miyazawa, was
based on Bizet's opera Carmen Suite Les Dragons d' Alcala and the Japanese Army's trumpet
songs. With the introduction of old-fashioned names for soldiers from 19th century Europe, such
as Dragoons and Grenadier Guards as well as the Corp of Engineers, and the dispatching of
Japanese troops to Siberia, Kenji duplicated the defeat of Napoleon's army which attacked Rus-
sia, bearing in mind Tolstoy's novel, War and Peace, and Heine's poem, Die beiden Grenadiere.

The Chief of Electricity was modeled after the Chief of the General Staff, Yusaku Uehara,
who was functionally the captain general of the Japanese army at that time. In 1921, when
this piece was written, Japanese army troops were dispatched to Siberia under the command
of Uehara. At that time, the reason for mobilization had already become unclear and as the
predominance of the revolutionary force became decisive, retreat from Siberia was inevitable.
Although "The Telegraph Poles on a Moonlit Night" is primarily an illusionary fairy tale, it is
also a piece criticizing the Japanese army which continued to dispatch troops to Siberia.

Kenji Miyazawa, "The Telegraph Poles on a Moonlit Night",

The Dispatch of Troops to Siberia, Yusaku Uehara. Carmen,
War and Peace, Takuboku Ishikawa
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