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Environmental Policy and Environmental Movement in the Coastal Zone
Management: Historical Study of the Nature Conservation of the Sea

Tsunehide CHINO

Abstract In increasing biodiversity conservation, in Japan, the Marine Biodiversity Conservation
Strategies were formulated in 2011. The marine conservation, including the coastal zone, is
facing a new phase. In this paper, historical development of environmental policies and envi-
ronmental movement were examined in coastal zone management. The Japanese coastal man-
agement program has not been an integral management, due to Coastal Administration, Port
Administration, Agriculture and Fishery Administration are all involved and separated. In this
situation, the value of coastal zone as a natural environment is overlooked in the development
of the postwar trend. Reclamation of coastal zone based on the Act on Reclamation of Publicly-
owned Water Surface reduced 40% of Japan's tideland area in 30 years after 1945. On the other
hand, nature conservation movement of coastal zone, which ware orgnaized since 1960s, built
national network in 1970s. The nature conservation movement of coastal zone aimed the enact-
ment of "the Coastal Conservation Basic Law", however, the aim is not achieved, yet. Until now,
the nature conservation movement is faced on individual issues of reclamation of tideland.

Key words The Coastal Zone, Nature Conservation, The Act on Reclamation of Publicly-owned Water
Surface, "The Coastal Conservation Basic Law"
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