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Community Health Care Problems in Japan
and Roles of Local Governments :

— An Approach to Health Care in Rural and Depopulated Areas ——

Abstract

Key words

Tajima KUWADA

It is clear that sound health care administration is no longer maintained in prefectures,
towns and villages of Japan. As such, the objectives of this article are to identify fundamental
issues in community health care in Japan focusing on the relationship between central govern-
ment, local governments, and citizens (patients) while being aware of the health care issues in
depopulated areas and the role of local governments (municipal hospitals and clinics), and to ob-
tain data for the study of such issues.

In this article, I will propose a hypothesis that the fundamental problem in community
health care rests in the undergoing health care reform that focuses on reducing administra-
tive and financial costs of central and local government (to improve economic efficiency) while
ignoring patients (citizens). In line with this hypothesis, central and local government should
therefore implement reforms in which patients are emphasized and play a central role, thereby
eliminating the contradiction between objectives and means. Based on the above discussion, the
integration of public health, health care and nursing care (welfare) can be raised as a basic com-
munity health care issue.

municipal hospitals and clinics, depopulated areas and their local governments, restructur-
ing of municipal hospitals, integration of public health, health care, welfare



