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By BMEREO [EES] ~F 7 L AEED S AEINEHEO BRI

Kenji Miyazawa’s Multi-layered World Viewed from the Hercules Hypothesis
Regarding the Lighthouse Keeper in “Night on the Milky Way Railroad”

Abstract

Key words

Fumio YONECHI

The lighthouse keeper is one of the most impressive characters in Kenji Miyazawa's unfin-
ished novel, “Night of the Milky Way Railroad”. He appears in a compartment of the Milky Way
Train when the train is in the vicinity of the constellation of Hercules. The character simultane-
ously represents Hercules, who stole the golden apples from the Garden of the Hesperides, Dr.
Yoshichika Shima, an agricultural engineer from Hanamaki where Kenji was born, and Kenji
himself. who is standing alone on the bank of the Kitakami River. There is a variable star in the
constellation of Hercules that twinkle in the night sky like lighthouse and Dr. Shima imported
Golden Delicious apples to Japan from the United States for the first time. Thus, this episode
concerning the lighthouse keeper is a typical example of the multi-layered worlds that appear in
Kenji's literary works.

Kenji Mivazawa. “Night on the Milky Way Railroad”, lighthouse keeper, Hercules, Yoshi-
chika Sima, Golden Delicious, agricultural engineer
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