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The Modernization and Reconstruction of Rural Areas in China:
A Case Study in Zouping County, Shandong Province

Wenjing Liu-Wirz

Abstract Since the introduction of the 1970s reforms, China has transformed its agricultural economy
and developed into an industrial economic power. As a result the gap between town and coun-
try has widened, and the "San Nong" problems (the three problem areas of low productivity in
the agricultural sector, inadequate provision of social infrastructure for rural communities, and
the heavy tax burden on the peasantry) have only worsened.

To resolve these issues, measures have been introduced since 2005, based on policies of ru-
ral modernization and "Socialist Reconstruction of Rural Areas”. Now the aim is to move from a
"Great Agriculture Power" to a "Strong Agricultural Country".

After considering briefly the historical background, this paper aims to show the special
features of the present "Rural Reconstruction policy. Furthermore, the reconstruction of the
Huabei rural area and the changes brought about by the modernization of rural society will be
examined, based on the findings of a local survey of Zouping County in Shandong Province.

The new policy is an attempt to rectify the imbalance of agriculture and industry, or the
gap between town and country. The main difference with past policy is that now industry is ex-
pected to support agriculture, and it is hoped, urban centres will assist the agricultural sectors.
This integration of town and country sectors may be taken as the main characteristic of the
new policy.

From the Zouping case studies one may conclude that despite a desire to maintain the ag-
ricultural sector, there is a strong pull to prioritize industrialization, accompanied by a tendency
to abandon traditional village life. Rural reconstruction has become, in effect, a process of indus-
trialization and urbanization, thus veering away from the original aims.

Key words modernization of rural areas, industrialization, urbanization, the "San Nong" problems, rural
reconstruction

- 108 -



