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Study on the development of Cypripedium varieties as regional

Abstract

Key words

resources in Iwate

Tomoaki Oyamada, Akira Hiratsuka

Cypripedium macranthum var. speciosum symbolizes Japan's endangered plant species.
Because of its scarcity and beauty, the species has been illegally dug up by collectors so
that it is now facing a sharp nationwide decline in population. The native individuals of C.
macranthum var. speciosum in Iwate Prefecture have almost disappeared; the species is
now in danger of extinction. To multiply and preserve this species, we have developed the
aseptic seeding method. Furthermore, if we can create new garden species by combining
aseptic seeding with hybridization, it will lead to the use of regional resources. We then
selected C. macranthum var. speciosum and C. macranthum var. hotel-atsumorianum, both
found in the wild in Japan, as seed parents and started breeding hybrids from these seed
parents and several foreign species as pollen parents. The result was that a hybrid cross of
C. macranthum var. speciosum and C. fasciolatum of China and a hybrid cross of C.
macranthum var. hotei-atsumorianum and C. fasciolatum of China bloomed in the spring of
2008. We applied to the Royal Horticultural Society for the registration of these species,
which registered them as new hyhrids.

Cypripedium macranthum var. speciosum, extinction, regional resource, aseptic seeding,
hybrid, the Royal Horticultural Society, registration
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