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Simulation of Policy Innovation in Local Government Using

Abstract

Key words

Multi-Agent Model

Yoshihiro Horigome

This paper reports on the results of a Multi-Agent Simulation performed regarding the
adoption of new policies (policy innovation) by local governments. The simulation took
into consideration information exchange in the decision-making process of the local govern-
ments, failure in policy adoption. and the support of the central government as the factors
involved in policy innovation.

As a result, general requirements for the following matters were identified : (1) con-
ditions for the advancement of autonomous policy innovation by interaction among local
governments without the support of the central government; and (2) the range within
which the support of the central government is effective in cases where autonomous policy
innovation is not advanced by interaction among local governments.

Local Government, Policy Innovation, Multi-Agent Simulation, Bass Model
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