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Landscape of Japanese Larch Forests Described in the Works

Abstract

Key words

of Kenji Miyazawa:

Comparison with the Poems of Hakushu Kitahara

Naoaki Shimada and Fumio Yonechi

The Japanese larch (Larix kaempferi) is a tree very frequently appearing in the works
of Kenji Miyazawa. The author analyzed Kenji's descriptions of larch forests and their sur-
rounding landscape and made a comparative review against the works of his contempo-
rary, the leading poet Hakushu Kitahara. The author particularly focuses on larches
depicted in a series of works in his mental sketches “Haru-to-Shura (Spring and Shura).”
Many larch forests in these works are found to be windbreak forests in the meadowland
and pastureland lying over the base of Mt. Iwate.

The authors supposed, judging from Kenji's works, that the base of Mt. Iwate in the
1920s was widely covered by grassland with larch forests grown in a columnar pattern cir-
cling the grassland. This estimation agrees with the landscape interpreted from the past
written records, including former topographical maps and the statistics of Iwate Prefecture.
This corroborates the fact that Kenji precisely described the landscape at the time of the
base of Mt. Iwate in his work “Haru-to-Shura.”

On the other hand, one of the well-known poems of Hakushu Kitahara, “Karamatsu
(Japanese Larch),” may be one of his masterpieces, wherein he lyrically describes himself
walking into and out of the larch forest, but it has no description of the landscape of the
larch forest. In contrast, Kenji observed the landscape of the larch woods with the eye of a
naturalist and described and recorded it in the form of mental sketches. Later, he even
thought of "Soukei," in which he would create a landscape using larch trees.

Kenji Miyazawa, “Haru-to-Shura (Spring and Shura),” Japanese Larch (Karamatsu),
Landscape, Hakushu Kitahara
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