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"Green Tourism" and the Revitalization of Rural Community:

Abstract

Key words

The Case of Towa Town, Iwate Prefecture

Takashi Hosoya and Kana Sato

The phrase "green tourism" has not been a very familiar one in Japan. However, in 1992
the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries published a so-called "new policy" ("The
new direction of food, agriculture and rural community policy"), promoting "green tourism”
as a means of revitalizing rural areas. Since then, "green tourism" has become a project
which many local governments have been tackling.

However, we would like to know whether "green tourism" can truly bring revitalization
of rural areas or not, and if it can, in what sense? In this article, we want to examine the
possibility of the revitalization of a rural community by "green tourism" using a case study
of Towa Town, Iwate Prefecture.

green tourism, revitalization of rural community, "The new direction of food, agriculture
and community policy," many-sided functions of agriculture, family farm



